Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

o ) We welcome all to worship here: those who are strong in faith
Saint Mark’s P e strong in f
and those who are seeking, those who are hurting, and those who

give comfort; all who are drawn to worship and faith. We
represent a variety of backgrounds, political positions, races and
ethnicities. We recognize that we are not of one mind or

Lutheran Church

persuasion on many significant issues, and yet we gather in
Christ to worship God together.

Children are welcome in this worship service, and encouraged to
participate in any way they are able to. Teach the children sitting
around you how to use their hymnals, bulletins, and to sing and
speak loudly! We value the noise made by children!

If you have questions or need assistance, please ask. If you have
concerns, please let us know. We are glad that you are here with
us today.

Visitors, we are especially glad to see you. Please come again!!

God’s Blessing,
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

— The BOLD is read by the Congregation—

Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2026 The Small Church with a Bi eart)



ORDER OF WORSHIP
THE GATHERING
WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.

In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
A moment of silence for reflection

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG ELW 482
I Come with Joy
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2 1 come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Chrst breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
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done, we’'ll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
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love laid down for mme, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now  are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us  one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and
ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in
suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your
bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14
*When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus],
“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to
Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. ° But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”  When he had said this, as they were watching,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. " While
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly
two men in white robes stood by them. '' They said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus,
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

" Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. "
When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs
where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.

"* All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer,
together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus,
as well as his brothers.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
The psalm will be read responsively by the congregation
' Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered;
let those who hate God flee.
* As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away;
as the wax melts before the fire,
so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
’ But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God,;
let them also be merry and joyful.
' Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name;
exalt the one who rides the clouds;
I Am is that name, rejoice before God!
* In your holy habitation, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;
‘you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners
into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in desert places.
7O God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
‘ the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
“You sent a bountiful rain, O God,;
you restored your inheritance when it languished.
Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness,
O God, you have made provision for the poor.
*Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;



sing praises to the Lord.
“You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.
* Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.
* How wonderful you are in your holy places,
O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people!
Blessed be God!

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

" Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking
place among you to test you, as though something strange were
happening to you. '’ But rejoice insofar as you are sharing
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for
joy when his glory is revealed. '* If you are reviled for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is
the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

“*Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of
God, so that he may exalt you in due time. ' Cast all your
anxiety on him, because he cares for you. ‘ Discipline
yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the
devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. ’Resist
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and
sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. '’ And after you have suffered for a little while, the
God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish
you. ' To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 142
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GOSPEL: John 17:1-11
The holy gospel according to...
Glory to you, O Lord.

' After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up
to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so
that the Son may glorify you, ° since you have given him authority
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. *
And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. * I glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. * So now, Father, glorify
me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence
before the world existed.

*“T have made your name known to those whom you gave me from
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have
kept your word. ' Now they know that everything you have given me
is from you, * for the words that you gave to me I have given to them,
and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you,
and they have believed that you sent me. ° I am asking on their behalf;
I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom
you gave me, because they are yours. '’ All mine are yours, and yours
are mine, and I have been glorified in them. '' And now I am no
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me,
so that they may be one, as we are one.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



CHILRENS SERMON
SERMON Pastor Lue Moua

BLESSING OF GRADUATES

We are delighted to recognize our high school graduates here
today. It is our privilege to affirm these members of our
congregation who have completed one phase of their lives and
move with great expectations onto another.

High school graduates and family, please come before the
congregation as your names are called.

Graduates, as you celebrate your achievements and prepare to
begin new endeavors, be mindful of your grounding in faith, and
of your vocation to serve God in all your life’s work and
accomplishments.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements.
We give thanks especially for the milestones that Hadley, Milar,
Carson, Sofie, Carter, Cohan, Gavin, and Nola will have
attained in their upcoming graduations. As they begin new phases
of their lives, may they also know your love and experience your
peace in all the experiences they encounter.

Bless also the parents of these students who have raised their
children and nourished them in the Christian faith. Give them
strength in your continuing presence, and give them many joyful
reunions with their sons and daughters who may be leaving home
soon to begin new and varied ventures, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

Parents, please place your hand on your child’s shoulder during
the following words.

The congregation is invited to raise your hands during the
blessing.

Go out into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold to what
is good; return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted;
support the weak; help the suffering; honor all people; love and
serve our God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

At this time, our Saint Mark’s Lutheran WELCA will present
blankets to our graduating seniors. Once all graduates have
received their blankets, the congregation may clap and celebrate
with cheers.

The blanket acts as a symbol of those prayers to bring new life,
new hope, and joy to those who receive it. Many blessings to you
in your new journey in life.

.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ACS 1043
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Spirit, Open My Heart
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fear to your grace I now  sur - ren - der.
deed, may my liv - ing bring you glo - ry.
day, love will  be my fin - est la - bor.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Irish melody; adapt. Alfred V. Fedak, b. 1953
Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.

Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

APOSTLES’ CREED
Gathered together, let us confess our faith...
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with: ...Hear us, O God ,
The congregation responds: Your mercy is great .

Please be seated.

OFFERING
You can send your offering through the mail to :
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church
PO Box 206
Randolph MN 55065
or download the Vanco Mobile app on your mobile phone
or go to our website and click on the give button on the top.



OFFERING PRAYER

Please stand as you are able.

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

Crown Him with Many Crowns
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No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we sing, who died and rose on high,
All hail, Re - deem - er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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who died, e - ter - nal life to bring, and

babe of Beth-le - hem.
mys-ter - ies SO
lives that death may die.

thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Thank You!

It is a pleasure to have you worship with us today. We sincerely pray
that the service was inspiring, and comforting. If you find occasion to
worship with us again, please know that we appreciate your presence.
If you are looking for a home church, please let the pastor know by
phone, email, or text. Wherever you go, may God be at your side and
bring you peace and joy.

Prayer Requests

Joe & Barb Betzler (friends of Fischers),

Collin Schiller (Infant Son of Adam & Ashley Schiller), Sheryl Fischer,
Kate Moorhouse (Niece of Marie Otte), Sandy Kutz,

Tami Little (friend of Karen Slininger), Carolyn Horsch,

Marc Slininger, Mary Ohmann, Tim Post (Stephanie Kruegers brother),
Cami Zeien (friend of Besters & Otte’s), Dennis Kuhn, Carolyn Chester,
Don Otte, Sarah & Jim Otto, Cyndi Christopher (Jill Ballards sister),
Jerry & Elaine Orvold (Lisa Molitor’s parents).

When requested, we will be keeping loved ones on the prayer request list for a month. If you would like
them to stay on longer please let Dixie know.

Please keep all our seniors in your prayers, especially:
Robert & Margaret Hayes, Carolyn Horsch, Sharon Kappedahl,
Clarice Krenik, Leatrice Taylor, and Carolyn & Wayne Weidner.

Pray for those who have lost loved ones recently.

Events this Week:

Bible Study - Tuesday Bible Study 9:30 am
Quilting - Tuesday 10:30am
Newsletter Deadline - Tuesday 11:30 am
Food Shelf - Tuesday 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study - Wednesday 6:30 pm
Sunday Service - 10:00 pm
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Carson Lorenzen

Congratulations
Graduating
Class of 2026

Sofie Monson

16



Gavin Podritz

Cohan Otto

Nola Thompson
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Announcements

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study
Join us on Wednesday evenings 6:30-7:30 as we study the book
of Acts. We will learn how the disciples spread the good news of
Jesus death and resurrection. The book explains how Christianity
offered hope and salvation and set itself apart from the other
religions of its time and today. There are take home study guides
available on Wednesday or you can purchase a book online;
Acts Bible Study Guide plus Streaming Video The Revolution of
Faith by Randy Frazee.
First class is Wednesday April 15" and concludes May 20th

Coffee Fellowship Change
For the summer, starting in June, we will be having our coffee
with food fellowship only on the 1st Sunday of the month.
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Community Events

Community Food Shelf
Here at Saint Mark’s Lutheran, we try our best to serve our
neighbors. One of the many ways we help is by providing food to
our local communities. Saint Mark’s Lutheran would like to thank

you for your generosity in supporting our food shelf.

If you know anyone that could benefit from receiving some extra
food please let them know we’re here to help.
Ist Tuesday 8:00 am to 9:30 am
2nd, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm
All cash donations are used to buy healthy perishable food.

College Student Food Shelf Invite

The Food Shelf is inviting any College Student to
come and get some supplies from the food shelf.

We want to help with your expenses during these years.
Please come when the Food Shelf is open or
at 9 am before Church on Sunday or
contact Beth Bester at (651) 246-9301

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Contact & Staff

Pastor

Office Assistant

Musician

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Financial Secretary
Deacons

Trustee

Lue Moua

Church: (507) 263-9182

Cell: (651) 500-9890

Email: pastorluemoua@gmail.com
Dixie Schaffer

Cell: (612) 578-8743

Email: dixie.schaffer@gmail.com
Lisa Molitor

Email: lisa.molitor@yahoo.com

Dan Kuhn
Tyler Otte

Keri Lorenzen
Christine Otte
Dixie Schaffer
Stephanie Krueger
Lucinda Preston
Lindsay Bester
Robert Nivala
Dean Taylor
Luke Dubbels

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

PO Box 206,
28595 Randolph Blvd.
Randolph, MN 55065

(507) 263-9182

Email: stmarksrandolph@gmail.com

Website: stmarksrandolph.com
Facebook: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Instagram: stmarksrandolph

WELCA Facebook: St. Mark’s Randolph MN WELCA
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