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Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

We welcome all to worship here: those who are strong in faith 

and those who are seeking, those who are hurting, and those who 

give comfort; all who are drawn to worship and faith. We 

represent a variety of backgrounds, political positions, races and 

ethnicities. We recognize that we are not of one mind or 

persuasion on many significant issues, and yet we gather in 

Christ to worship God together.  

 

Children are welcome in this worship service, and encouraged to 

participate in any way they are able to. Teach the children sitting 

around you how to use their hymnals, bulletins, and to sing and 

speak loudly! We value the noise made by children!  

 

If you have questions or need assistance, please ask. If you have 

concerns, please let us know. We are glad that you are here with 

us today.  

 

Visitors, we are especially glad to see you. Please come again!!  

 

God’s Blessing, 

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 

 

— The BOLD is read by the Congregation— 

 

 

 

The Small Church with a Big Heart 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
THE GATHERING 

WELCOME  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Please stand as you are able. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 

people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the 

power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

A moment of silence for reflection 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG          ELW 641 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Let us pray.  

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all 

those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your 

Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, 

that your name may be known throughout the earth, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated.. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

FIRST READING:               Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  

 1 Thus says the Lord: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
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 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar, 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

 8 Thus says the Lord God, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM:                 Psalm 67  
 

 1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

 2 Let your way be known upon earth, 

  your saving health among all nations. 

 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and  

  guide all the nations on earth. 

 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 6 The earth has brought forth its increase; 

  God, our own God, has blessed us. 

 7 May God give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
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SECOND READING:     Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? 

By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 

Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has 

not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 

  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now 

received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also 

they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 

mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32

 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he 

may be merciful to all. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           ELW 174  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 8 

GOSPEL:               Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28  

The holy gospel according to... 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, 

“Listen and understand:11 it is not what goes into the 

mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of 

the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached 

and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 

offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He 

answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 

planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are 

blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides 

another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to 

him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are 

you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see 

that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach 

and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of 

the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what 

defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, 

murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, 

slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with 

unwashed hands does not defile.”]  

  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of 

Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from 

that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy 

on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented 

by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, 

for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was 
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sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But 

she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help 

me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 

food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, 

yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 

great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 

And her daughter was healed from that moment. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

CHILRENS SERMON 

SERMON         Pastor Lloyd Menke 

HYMN OF THE DAY              ELW 650 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

Gathered together, let us confess our faith… 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends with: ...God of grace, 

The congregation responds: Hear our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING 

You can send your offering through the mail to : 
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church 

PO Box 206 
Randolph MN  55065  

or download the Vanco Mobile app on your mobile phone  
or go to our website and click on the give button on the top. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Please stand as you are able. 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond 

to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Amen. 
 

THE MEAL 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 ...Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The Lord’s banquet is before you, taste and see that God is good. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

For those communing at the altar: 
Pastor will direct one side of the sanctuary at a time to come to 
the altar. You will form a single file line in the middle aisle. You 
will receive bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from the 
communion assistant. Once you receive communion and wine, 
please return to your pew. 
 

If you have limited mobility, please let the pastor know and pastor 
will come to your seat with communion and wine. 
 

If you need gluten-free options, please let the pastor know. 
 

For those communing online: 
After communion at the altar is completed, Pastor will commune 
those who are joining us virtually. Please take out your bread. 
Pastor will say, “The body of Christ given for you,” and you may 
eat the bread. 
 

Please take out your wine or juice. Pastor will say, “The blood of 
Christ shed for you,” and you may drink the wine/juice. 
 

After everyone has received communion, Pastor will conclude 
communion by saying: 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send 

light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of 

life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your 

Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

SENDING SONG           ELW 434 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Thank You! 

It is a pleasure to have you worship with us today. We sincerely 

pray that the service was inspiring, and comforting. If you find 

occasion to worship with us again, please know that we appreciate 

your presence. If you are looking for a home church, please let the 

pastor know by phone, email, or text. Wherever you go, may God 

be at your side and bring you peace and joy. 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

Will Burleigh, Levi Stein (deployment to Kosovo),  

Don Otto, Joe & Barb Betzler (Fischer’s friends),  

Sheryl Fischer, Kate Moorhouse (Marie Otte’s niece), Sandy Kutz, 

Don Otte, Tami Little (Karen Slininger’s friend), Carolyn Horsch,  

Marc Slininger, Mary Ohmann, Dennis Kuhn, Carolyn Chester,  

Sarah & Jim Otto, Tim Post (Stephanie Kruegers brother),  

Cami Zeien (friend of Besters & Ottes),  

Cyndi Christopher (Jill Ballards sister),  

Jerry & Elaine Orvold (Lisa Molitor’s parents). 
 

When requested, we will be keeping loved ones on the prayer 

request list for a month.  If you would like them to stay on longer 

please let Dixie know. 
 

Please keep all our seniors in your prayers, especially:  

Robert & Margaret Hayes, Carolyn Horsch, Sharon Kappedahl,  

Clarice Krenik, Leatrice Taylor, and Carolyn Weidner. 
 

Pray for those who have lost loved ones recently, especially: 

The family of Leroy Motz (father of Dan & Kathy Motz, cousin of 

Wayne Trapp) 

Events this Week: 

Food Shelf - Tuesday 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

Bible Study - Tuesday 9:30 am - 11:00 am 

Quilting - Tuesday 10:30am 

Newsletter Deadline - Thursday 11:30 am 

Worship Service - 10:00 pm 
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Announcements 
 

Coffee Fellowship  

We will be having our coffee fellowship  

only on the 1st Sunday of the month. 
 

Bible Study - When We Pray 
Started July 7th for 6 weeks from 9:30 - 11 am, 

Each week has a new focus.  

If you can’t make it to all, come when you can.  

Prayers: The Lord’s Prayer, Prayers of Petition & Thanksgiving, 

Prayers of Adoration, Prayers of Lament, Prayers on Intersection, 

Prayers that Unify. 
 

St. Mark’s Office Assistant Position Opening 
Dixie is retiring from this position. If you are interested,  

please send your resume to stmarksrandolph@gmail.com  

by September 1, 2026 

 

Community Events 
 

Community Food Shelf 
Here at Saint Mark’s Lutheran, we try our best to serve our 

neighbors.  One of the many ways we help is by providing food to 

our local communities. Saint Mark’s Lutheran would like to thank 

you for your generosity in supporting our food shelf.   
 

If you know anyone that could benefit from receiving some extra 

food please let them know we’re here to help. 

1st Tuesday 8:00 am to 9:30 am 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

All cash donations are used to buy healthy perishable food. 
 

Fun Fest at St. Mathias Church in Hampton 

Please join our friends and neighbors for a day of fun! 

Sunday, August 23, 2026  

Mass is at 10:00 am 

Fun Fest begins at 11:00 am 

Live Auction starts at 1:45 pm 
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Saint Mark’s Lutheran Contact & Staff 
 

Pastor   Pastor Lloyd Menke 

   Church: (507) 263-9182 

   Cell: (651) 248-4231 

   Email: llmenke@gmail.com 

Office Assistant Dixie Schaffer 

   Cell: (612) 578-8743 

   Email: dixie.schaffer@gmail.com 

Musician  Lisa Molitor 

   Email: lisa.molitor@yahoo.com 
 

President  Dan Kuhn 

Vice President  Tyler Otte 

Secretary  Keri Lorenzen 

Treasurer  Christine Otte 

Financial Secretary Dixie Schaffer 

Deacons  Stephanie Krueger 

   Lucinda Preston 

   Lindsay Bester 

Trustees  Robert Nivala 

   Dean Taylor 

   Luke Dubbels 
 

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church 
PO Box 206,  

28595 Randolph Blvd. 

Randolph, MN 55065 

(507) 263-9182 

 

Email: stmarksrandolph@gmail.com 

Website: stmarksrandolph.com 

Facebook: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Instagram: stmarksrandolph 

WELCA Facebook: St. Mark’s Randolph MN WELCA 

tel:(651)%20500-9890

