Saint Mark’s
Lutheran Church

First Sunday in Lent

February 22, 2026

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

We welcome all to worship here: those who are strong in faith
and those who are seeking, those who are hurting, and those who
give comfort; all who are drawn to worship and faith. We
represent a variety of backgrounds, political positions, races and
ethnicities. We recognize that we are not of one mind or
persuasion on many significant issues, and yet we gather in
Christ to worship God together.

Children are welcome in this worship service, and encouraged to
participate in any way they are able to. Teach the children sitting
around you how to use their hymnals, bulletins, and to sing and
speak loudly! We value the noise made by children!

If you have questions or need assistance, please ask. If you have
concerns, please let us know. We are glad that you are here with
us today.

Visitors, we are especially glad to see you. Please come again!!

God’s Blessing,
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

— The BOLD is read by the Congregation—

The Small Church with a Bi eart )



ORDER OF WORSHIP
THE GATHERING
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.
In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

A moment of silence for reflection

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Here I Am To Worship

Light of the world
You stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes, let me see
Beauty that made this heart adore You
Hope of a life spent with You
Chorus
Here I am to worship
Here I am to bow down
Here I am to say that You're my God
You're altogether lovely
Altogether worthy
Altogether wonderful to me

King of all days

Oh, so highly exalted

Glorious in heaven above

Humbly You came to the earth You created
All for love's sake became poor

Chorus

Well, I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross

Well, I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross

Chorus

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages
within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you
tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and
when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
”The Lorp God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to
till it and keep it. '* And the LorD God commanded the man, “You
may freely eat of every tree of the garden, '’ but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you
eat of it you shall die.”

“'Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that
the LorD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You
shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” * The woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, ' but God
said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ” * But the serpent
said to the woman, “You will not die, * for God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.” “ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. ' Then the
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and
they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 32
The psalm will be read responsively by the congregation
'Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
*Happy are they to whom the LorD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
*While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
" Then I acknowledged my sin to you,
and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.”
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you
in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
*“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you
should go;
I will guide you with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you.”
" Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
"' Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19
" Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned " for
sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned
when there is no law. " Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses,
even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a
pattern of the one who was to come.



" But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died
through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace
of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
abounded for the many. '° And the gift is not like the effect of the
one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings
justification. '’ If, because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one man, Jesus Christ.

" Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for
all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life
for all. " For just as through the one man’s disobedience the many
were made sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the many
will be made righteous.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 142
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11
The holy gospel according to...

Glory to you, O Lord.

' Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the
devil. * He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was
famished. ' The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” * But he
answered, “It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ”

" Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, ° saying to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down, for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”

"Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your
God to the test.” ”

* Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, ’and he said to
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship
’Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is
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me
written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.” ”
""'Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on
him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
CHILDRENS SERMON

SERMON Pastor Lue Moua



HYMN OF THE DAY

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

How Deep the Father's Love

How deep the Father's love for us
How vast beyond all measure

That He would give His only Son

To make a wretch His treasure

How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away

As wounds which mar the chosen One
Bring many sons to glory

Behold the Man upon a cross

My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers

It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished

His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything

No gifts, no power, no wisdom

But I will boast in Jesus Christ

His death and resurrection

Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer

But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom

APOSTLES’ CREED

Gathered together, let us confess our faith...

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with: ...Hear us, O God,
The congregation responds: Your mercy is great.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
You can send your offering through the mail to :
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church
PO Box 206
Randolph MN 55065

or download the Vanco Mobile app on your mobile phone
or go to our website and click on the give button on the top.


https://genius.com/35604465/Stuart-townend-how-deep-the-fathers-love/I-know-that-it-is-finished

OFFERING PRAYER

Please stand as you are able.

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING di T\

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG
How Great Is Our God

The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty
Let all the Earth rejoice, all the Earth rejoice
He wraps himself in light, darkness tries to hide

And trembles at His voice, trembles at His voice

Chorus
How great is our God, sing with me
How great is our God, all will sing
How great, how great is our God

Age to age He stands, time is in His hands
Beginning and the end, beginning and the end
The Godhead Three in One, Father Spirit Son
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb

Sing the Chorus

Bridge
Name above all names
Worthy of all praise

My heart will sing
How great is our God

Sing the Bridge again
Sing the Chorus

Songwriters: Chris Tomlin / Ed Cash / Jesse Reeves

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Thank You!

It is a pleasure to have you worship with us today. We sincerely pray
that the service was inspiring, and comforting. If you find occasion to
worship with us again, please know that we appreciate your presence.
If you are looking for a home church, please let the pastor know by
phone, email, or text. Wherever you go, may God be at your side and
bring you peace and joy.

Prayer Requests

Joy Bester, Cami Zeien (friend of Besters & Otte’s), Marc Slininger,
Mary Ohmann, Dan & Samantha Doar (friends of Shelby Kuhn),
Keith Bester, Cyndi Christopher (Jill Ballards sister), Dennis Kuhn,
Carolyn Chester, Tim Mulvihill, Don Otte, Sarah and Jim Otto,
Kou Thao Nou Moua’s Dad), J crry & Elaine Orvold (Lisa Molitor’s parents),
Nicole Anderson.

When requested, we will be keeping loved ones on the prayer request list for a
month. If you would like them to stay on longer please let Dixie know.
Please keep all our seniors in your prayers, especially:

Robert & Margaret Hayes, Carolyn Horsch, Sharon Kappedahl,
Clarice Krenik, Leatrice Taylor, and Wayne Weidner.

Pray for those who have lost loved ones recently.

Events this Week:
Bible Study - Tuesday 9:30 am
Quilting - Tuesday 10:30 am
Food Shelf - Tuesday 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Soup Supper - Wednesday 5:45 pm
Lenten Service - Wednesday 6:30 pm
Confirmation - Wednesday 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Church School - Sunday 9:00 am - 9:45 am
Worship - Sundays 10:00 am

Announcements

Soup Suppers Wednesdays at 5:45
February 18th to March 25th.

Wednesday Lenten Services at 6:30 pm starting
February 18th.

First Communion Save the Date
This is for 5th graders and their families.
Pastor will be baking bread with the 5th graders on
Wednesday, April 1st from 6-7:30 pm.

First Communion will be on Thursday, April 2nd at 6:30 pm



Community Events

Community Food Shelf
Here at Saint Mark’s Lutheran, we try our best to serve our

neighbors. One of the many ways we help is by providing food to
our local communities. Saint Mark’s Lutheran would like to thank
you for your generosity in supporting our food shelf.

If you know anyone that could benefit from receiving some extra
food please let them know we’re here to help.

1st Tuesday 8:00 am to 9:30 am
2nd, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm

All cash donations are used to buy healthy perishable food.

College Student Food Shelf Invite
The Food Shelf is inviting any College Student to
come and get some supplies from the food shelf.
We want to help with your expenses during these years.
Please come when the Food Shelf is open or

at 9 am before Church on Sunday or
contact Beth Bester at (651) 246-9301

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Contact & Staff

Pastor

Office Assistant

Musician

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Deacons

Trustee

Lue Moua

Church: (507) 263-9182

Cell: (651) 500-9890

Email: pastorluemoua@gmail.com
Dixie Schaffer

Cell: (612) 578-8743

Email: dixie.schaffer@gmail.com
Lisa Molitor

Email: lisa.molitor@yahoo.com

Dan Kuhn
Tyler Otte

Keri Lorenzen
Christine Otte
Dixie Schaffer
Stephanie Krueger
Lucinda Preston
Lindsay Bester
Robert Nivala
Dean Taylor
Luke Dubbels

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

PO Box 206,
28595 Randolph Blvd.
Randolph, MN 55065

(507) 263-9182

Email: stmarksrandolph@gmail.com
Website: stmarksrandolph.com
Facebook: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Instagram: stmarksrandolph

WELCA Facebook: St. Mark’s Randolph MN WELCA
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