Saint Mark’s
Lutheran Church

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 25, 2025

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

We welcome all to worship here: those who are strong in faith
and those who are seeking, those who are hurting, and those who
give comfort; all who are drawn to worship and faith. We
represent a variety of backgrounds, political positions, races and
ethnicities. We recognize that we are not of one mind or
persuasion on many significant issues, and yet we gather in
Christ to worship God together.

Children are welcome in this worship service, and encouraged to
participate in any way they are able to. Teach the children sitting
around you how to use their hymnals, bulletins, and to sing and
speak loudly! We value the noise made by children!

If you have questions or need assistance, please ask. If you have
concerns, please let us know. We are glad that you are here with
us today.

Visitors, we are especially glad to see you. Please come again!!

God’s Blessing,
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

— The BOLD is read by the Congregation—

The Small Church with a BI eart )



ORDER OF WORSHIP
THE GATHERING
WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

A moment of silence for reflection

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for

us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG ELW 641
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you
promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word,
that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15
’ During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of
Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to
Macedonia and help us.” " When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that
God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.

"' We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, '“ and from there to
Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. ' On the
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we

supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to

the women who had gathered there. * A certain woman named
Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the
city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.

The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by
Paul. " When she and her household were baptized, she urged us,
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 67
The psalm will be read responsively by the congregation
'May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
’Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
’ Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
" Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and
guide all the nations on earth.
* Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
°The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
"May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5

" And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great,
high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming
down out of heaven from God.



1 saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the
Almighty and the Lamb. ** And the city has no need of sun or
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp
is the Lamb. *' The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of
the earth will bring their glory into it. * Its gates will never be
shut by day—and there will be no night there. *° People will bring
into it the glory and the honor of the nations. ' But nothing
unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or
falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of
life.

! Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life,
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb
* through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the
river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its
fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of
the nations. * Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But
the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants
will worship him; * they will see his face, and his name will be on
their foreheads. ° And there will be no more night; they need no
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they
will reign forever and ever.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 142
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL:
The holy gospel according to...
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 14:23-29

** Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will
keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come
to them and make our home with them. ** Whoever does not love
me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not
mine, but is from the Father who sent me.

»“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. *
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I
have said to you. ' Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. ** You heard me
say to you, ‘I am going away, and [ am coming to you.’ If you
loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father,
because the Father is greater than I. *” And now I have told you
this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may
believe.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILRENS SERMON

SERMON Pastor Lue Moua



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 785
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
When Peace, like a River
It Is Well with My Soul
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help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord,praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; e - ven so it is  well with my soul.
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Itis  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

APOSTLES’ CREED
Gathered together, let us confess our faith...
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with: ...Hear us, O God ,
The congregation responds: Your mercy is great .

Please be seated.

OFFERING
You can send your offering through the mail to :
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church
PO Box 206
Randolph MN 55065
or download the Vanco Mobile app on your mobile phone
or go to our website and click on the give button on the top.



OFFERING PRAYER

Please stand as you are able.

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING J\ I\
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG ELW 836
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thouart giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,

" o o I T I | i  —

| | ' ' I |

Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth -er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright 2006 Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission. Any hymns are reprinted under OneLicensenet #729225-4 and
SundaysandSeasons online subscription. Used by permission.



Thank You!

It is a pleasure to have you worship with us today. We sincerely pray
that the service was inspiring, and comforting. If you find occasion to
worship with us again, please know that we appreciate your presence.
If you are looking for a home church, please let the pastor know by

phone, email, or text. Wherever you go, may God be at your side and

)
Prayer Requests
Bob Neil, Hannah Callister (Rodney Braatz’s mom), Kevin Illa,
Kim Sather (Kayla Barrett’s dad), Sandra Nicolai, Mary Ohmann,
Jim & Ardell Olson (Jill Ballard’s neighbors), Austin Burlage,
Angela Kettner (Julie Felton’s sister), Kou Thao (Nou Moua’s Dad),
Don Otte, Bill Richer, Elaine Orvold (Lisa Molitor’s mom), and
Nicole Mies Anderson, Dureen Mies and her family.

bring you peace and joy.

When requested, we will be keeping loved ones on the prayer request list for
a month. If you would like them to stay on longer please let Dixie know.

Please keep all our seniors in your prayers, especially:
Robert & Margaret Hayes, Carolyn Horsch, Sharon Kappedahl,
Clarice Krenik, Leatrice Taylor, and Wayne Weidner.

Pray for those who have lost loved ones recently.

Events this Week:
Bible Study - Tuesday Bible Study 9:30 am
Quilting - Tuesday 10:30am
Food Shelf - Tuesday 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Adult Bible Study—Wednesday 7:00 pm
Sunday Service - 10:00 pm

Announcements

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study
St. Marks will be hosting a 6-week Adult Bible study on
Wednesdays from 7-8 pm at the church April 23-May 28. We will
be studying the book of Colossians. Each week we will look at a
different part of the book of Colossians with a short video and
discussion questions on how we can live out God's word. Please
bring a bible and an open mind to learn and share. There is a

weekly devotion that accompanies the series that we can have
available but it is not necessary to complete in order to learn
along with the group.

Memorial Day Service
The Randolph Area Historical Society is holding Memorial Day

services on Monday, May 26, starting at 10 a.m. at Lakeside
Cemetery, a half-mile east of Randolph on County Road 88. In
case of bad weather, the services will be held at Randolph High
School.

The program will feature a flag presentation; the Pledge of
Allegiance; the National Anthem sung by Helaena Hensley, Addi
Davis, Ella Streiff and Stella Gillen-Rexroad; the invocation and
Memorial Day reflections by Father Mike Tix; music by the
Randolph High School band; keynote speaker Tiffany Davis, a 25
-year veteran of the U.S. Army; a vocal duet by mother and
daughter Krista and MacKenzie Otte; the presentation of wreaths;
taps by Addi Davis; a benediction by Father Tix and the retiring
of colors. There will be a social following the services.



Community Events

Community Food Shelf
Here at Saint Mark’s Lutheran, we try our best to serve our
neighbors. One of the many ways we help is by providing food to
our local communities. Saint Mark’s Lutheran would like to thank

you for your generosity in supporting our food shelf.

If you know anyone that could benefit from receiving some extra
food please let them know we’re here to help.
Ist Tuesday 8:00 am to 9:30 am
2nd, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm
All cash donations are used to buy healthy perishable food.

College Student Food Shelf Invite
The Food Shelf is inviting any College Student to
come and get some supplies from the food shelf.

We want to help with your expenses during these years.
Please come when the Food Shelf is open or
at 9 am before Church on Sunday or
contact Beth Bester at (651) 437-6972

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Contact & Staff

Pastor Lue Moua

Church: (507) 263-9182

Cell: (651) 500-9890

Email: pastorluemoua@gmail.com
Office Assistant Dixie Schaffer

Cell: (612) 578-8743

Email: dixie.schaffer@gmail.com
Musician Lisa Molitor

Email: lisa.molitor@yahoo.com

President Dan Kuhn
Vice President Tyler Otte
Secretary Keri Lorenzen
Treasurer Christine Otte

Financial Secretary = Dixie Schaffer

Deacons Kelly Tate
Stephanie Krueger
Lucinda Preston

Trustees Luke Dubbels
Robert Nivala

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church
PO Box 206,
28595 Randolph Blvd.
Randolph, MN 55065
(507)263-9182

Email: stmarksrandolph@gmail.com
Website: stmarksrandolph.com
Facebook: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Instagram: stmarksrandolph
WELCA Facebook: St. Mark’s Randolph MN WELCA
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