. Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church
Saint Mark’s

Luth eran C h ur ch We welcome all to worship here: those who are strong in faith

and those who are seeking, those who are hurting, and those who
give comfort; all who are drawn to worship and faith. We
represent a variety of backgrounds, political positions, races and
ethnicities. We recognize that we are not of one mind or
persuasion on many significant issues, and yet we gather in
Christ to worship God together.

Children are welcome in this worship service, and encouraged to
participate in any way they are able to. Teach the children sitting
around you how to use their hymnals, bulletins, and to sing and
speak loudly! We value the noise made by children!

If you have questions or need assistance, please ask. If you have
concerns, please let us know. We are glad that you are here with
us today.

Visitors, we are especially glad to see you. Please come again!!

God’s Blessing,
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

— The BOLD is read by the Congregation—

Second Sunday of Christmas

January 4, 2026 .
The Small Church with a Bl eart



ORDER OF WORSHIP

THE GATHERING
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

A moment of silence for reflection

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your

incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in
all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.




Please be seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14

' Thus says the LorD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,

“Save, O Lorb, your people,

the remnant of Israel.”
*See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north

and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,

those with child and those in labor together;

a great company, they shall return here.
" With weeping they shall come,

and with consolations I will lead them back;
I will let them walk by brooks of water,

in a straight path where they shall not stumble,
for I have become a father to Israel,

and Ephraim is my firstborn.

'“Hear the word of the LorD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him
and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.”
"' For the LOrD has ransomed Jacob
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
" They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.

" Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy;
I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow.
“Iwill give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20

The psalm will be read responsively by the congregation

" Worship the LorD, O Jerusalem,;
praise your God, O Zion,

" who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.

" God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

" God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.

'“God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

""God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?

"“The LorD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

” God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.

*’The LorD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14
*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, “just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. * He destined
us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to
the good pleasure of his will, ° to the praise of his glorious grace
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. ' In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace ° that he lavished on us. With
all wisdom and insight " he has made known to us the mystery of
his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
""as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth. '' In Christ we have also
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his
counsel and will, " so that we, who were the first to set our hope
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. " In him you also,
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of
the promised Holy Spirit; ' this is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his

glory.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 151

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL:
The holy gospel according to...
Glory to you, O Lord.
['In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. * He was in the beginning with God. * All
things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being * in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. ° The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

* There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 'He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. ® He himself was not the light, but he came to testify

John 1:[1-9] 10-18

to the light. ’ The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.]

"“He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him, yet the world did not know him. '' He came to what was his
own, and his own people did not accept him. "* But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, "* who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

" And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of
grace and truth. " (John testified to him and cried out, “This was
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.” ) ' From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. '’ The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ' No one has
ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



CHILDRENS SERMON

SERMON Pastor Lue Moua
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 296
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.

[

v

I\
D)

&

L4

J
N
|

=

Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

APOSTLES’ CREED
Gathered together, let us confess our faith...
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends with: ...Hear us, O God.
The congregation responds: Your mercy is great.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
You can send your offering through the mail to :
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church
PO Box 206
Randolph MN 55065
or download the Vanco Mobile app on your mobile phone
or go to our website and click on the give button on the top.



OFFERING PRAYER
Please stand as you are able.
Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came
among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have
blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the
trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the
coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

THE MEAL

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed...
...Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Lord’s banquet is before you, taste and see that God is good.

DISTRIBUTION

For those communing at the altar:

Pastor will direct one side of the sanctuary at a time to come to
the altar. You will form a single file line in the middle aisle. You
will receive bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from the
communion assistant. Once you receive communion and wine,
please return to your pew.

If you have limited mobility, please let the pastor know and pas-
tor will come to your seat with communion and wine.
If you need gluten-free options, please let the pastor know.

For those communing online:

After communion at the altar is completed, Pastor will commune
those who are joining us virtually. Please take out your bread.
Pastor will say, “The body of Christ given for you,” and you may
eat the bread.

Please take out your wine or juice. Pastor will say, “The blood of
Christ shed for you,” and you may drink the wine/juice.

After everyone has received communion, Pastor will conclude
communion by saying:

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in
this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take
flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory
made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. /@f @ M @K
Amen.



SENDING SONG
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new - born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off- spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with an- gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”

Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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“Glo-rty to the new-born king

Text: Charles Wesley, 17071788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright 2006 Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission. Any hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net #729225-4 and
SundaysandSeasons online subscription. Used by permission.

Thank You!

It is a pleasure to have you worship with us today. We sincerely
pray that the service was inspiring, and comforting. If you find

occasion to worship with us again, please know that we appreciate

your presence. If you are looking for a home church, please let the
pastor know by phone, email, or text. Wherever you go, may God
be at your side and bring you peace and joy.

Prayer Requests

Dan Harris, Cyndi Christopher (Jill Ballards sister), Candace Volkert,
Keith Bester, Joe Ries, Jr. (Chicky Otte’s brother), Dennis Kuhn,
Carolyn Chester, Austin Burlage, Tim Mulvihill, Bob Neil,
Don Otte, Sandra Nicolai, Sarah and Jim Otto, Mary Ohmann,
Kou Thao NouMoua’s Dad), Jerry & Elaine Orvold (Lisa Molitor’s parents),
Nicole Anderson, and her family.

When requested, we will be keeping loved ones on the prayer request list for a
month. If you would like them to stay on longer please let Dixie know.
Please keep all our seniors in your prayers, especially:
Robert & Margaret Hayes, Carolyn Horsch, Sharon Kappedahl,
Clarice Krenik, Leatrice Taylor, and Wayne Weidner.

Pray for those who have lost loved ones recently, especially :
The family and friends of Tootsie Mies.

Events this Week:

Food Shelf - Tuesday 8:00 am - 9:30 am
Bible Study - Tuesday 9:30 am
Quilting - Tuesday 10:30 am
Confirmation - Wednesday 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Church School - Sunday 9:00 am - 9:45 am
Worship - Sundays 10:00 am




Announcements

Adult Bible Study Starting January 14, 2026
Join us Wednesday nights 6:30-7:30 for 4 weeks starting January 14th
to learn the power of simple prayer. Do you struggle to find the right
words to pray? Do you feel you are not qualified to pray? Do you
simply not have the time to pray? Max Lucado provides a thoughtful

and scriptural perspective on prayer in his study guide "Before Amen
Bible Study Guide: The Power of a Simple Prayer." You do not need
to purchase the study guide to attend but it does provide day to day
devotions that dig deeper into the topic.

Annual Meeting
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church will hold their annual meeting on

January 18, 2026 after the worship service.
We will be voting on placing a crematorium on St. Mark’s property,
located northwest of the pavilion.
There will be a potluck meal after the meeting, please join us.
Bring a dish to share if you would like.

Community Events

Community Food Shelf
Here at Saint Mark’s Lutheran, we try our best to serve our

neighbors. One of the many ways we help is by providing food to
our local communities. Saint Mark’s Lutheran would like to thank
you for your generosity in supporting our food shelf.

If you know anyone that could benefit from receiving some extra
food please let them know we’re here to help.

Ist Tuesday 8:00 am to 9:30 am
2nd, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm

All cash donations are used to buy healthy perishable food.

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Contact & Staff

Pastor

Office Assistant

Musician

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Deacons

Trustee

Lue Moua

Church: (507) 263-9182

Cell: (651) 500-9890

Email: pastorluemoua@gmail.com
Dixie Schaffer

Cell: (612) 578-8743

Email: dixie.schaffer@gmail.com
Lisa Molitor

Email: lisa.molitor@yahoo.com

Dan Kuhn

Tyler Otte

Keri Lorenzen
Christine Otte
Dixie Schaffer
Kelly Tate
Stephanie Krueger
Lucinda Preston
Luke Dubbels
Robert Nivala

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

PO Box 206,
28595 Randolph Blvd.
Randolph, MN 55065

(507) 263-9182

Email: stmarksrandolph@gmail.com

Website: stmarksrandolph.com
Facebook: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Instagram: stmarksrandolph

WELCA Facebook: St. Mark’s Randolph MN WELCA

16


tel:(651)%20500-9890
tel:(651)%20500-9890

