Saint Mark’s
Lutheran Church

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

August 9, 2026

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

We welcome all to worship here: those who are strong in faith
and those who are seeking, those who are hurting, and those who
give comfort; all who are drawn to worship and faith. We
represent a variety of backgrounds, political positions, races and
ethnicities. We recognize that we are not of one mind or
persuasion on many significant issues, and yet we gather in
Christ to worship God together.

Children are welcome in this worship service, and encouraged to
participate in any way they are able to. Teach the children sitting
around you how to use their hymnals, bulletins, and to sing and
speak loudly! We value the noise made by children!

If you have questions or need assistance, please ask. If you have
concerns, please let us know. We are glad that you are here with
us today.

Visitors, we are especially glad to see you. Please come again!!

God’s Blessing,
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

— The BOLD is read by the Congregation—

The Small Church with a Bl eart



ORDER OF WORSHIP
THE GATHERING
WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
A moment of silence for reflection

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG ELW 842
Oh, Worship the King
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1 Oh, wor - ship the King, all - glo - rious a - bove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what  tongue can re - cite?
4 Frail chil - dren  of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
5 0O mea - sure - less might, m - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow’r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light,
in you do we trust, nor find  you to fail;
while an - gels de - light to hymn you a - bove,
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es - tab - lished it fast by a change - less de - cree,
it streams from the  hills, it de - scends to the plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
the hum - bler cre - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - il - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with  praise.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tills in  the dew and the rain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er, re - deem - er, and friend.
with  trtue ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your praise.

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause
us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your
sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Please be seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18
’ At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent
the night there.

Then the word of the LorD came to him, saying, “What are
you doing here, Elijah?” ' He answered, “I have been very
zealous for the LorD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my
life, to take it away.”

""He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LoRD,
for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so
strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces
before the LorD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, "
and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire,
and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. " When Elijah heard it,
he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” '* He answered, “I have been
very zealous for the LorD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are

seeking my life, to take it away.” " Then the LORD said to him,
5

“Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '° Also you
shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your
place. " Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall
kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall
kill. " Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that
have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed
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him.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13

*I will listen to what the LorD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and
to those who turn their hearts to you.
’ Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
' Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
' Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
" The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
" Righteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15
"Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the
law, that “the person who does these things will live by them.”



° But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in
your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring
Christ down) " “or “Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead). * But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), * because if you
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. "’ For
one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one
confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. ' The scripture
says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” '* For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is
Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. "’ For “everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

" But how are they to call on one in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? " And how are they to proclaim him unless they are
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!”

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 174
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
Celtic Alleluia
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GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33
The holy gospel according to...
Glory to you, O Lord.

** [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to
the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the
crowds.” And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, ' but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far
from the land, for the wind was against them. * And early in the
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. ** But when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified,
saying, “It is a ghost!”” And they cried out in fear. >’ But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is [; do
not be afraid.”

* Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the water.” *’ He said, “Come.” So Peter got out
of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus.
““But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened,
and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” ' Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him,
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” ** When they got into
the boat, the wind ceased. ** And those in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILRENS SERMON

SERMON Pastor Lue Moua



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 785
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
When Peace, like a River
It Is Well with My Soul
0, | | |
57— | — i — e —— i |
#‘Zﬁ 2] o ;:ﬁjid—r—'—d—ﬂ—t
J I
1 When peace like a riv - er at - tend - eth my way, when
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, Ilet

3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glo - ri-ous thought; my
4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
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sor - rows like sea bil -lows roll, what-ev - er my Ilot, thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to his cross and I
clouds be rolled back as a  scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul.
help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord,praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; e - ven so it is  well with my soul.
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Itis well with my soul,

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

it is well, it is well with my soul.

APOSTLES’ CREED
Gathered together, let us confess our faith...
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with: ...Merciful God,
The congregation responds: Receive our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
You can send your offering through the mail to :
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church
PO Box 206
Randolph MN 55065
or download the Vanco Mobile app on your mobile phone
or go to our website and click on the give button on the top.



OFFERING PRAYER

Please stand as you are able.

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding
the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

IS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace.
Amen.

Liturgy for Departure of a Pastor from a Congregation

L: Pastor Lue, on August 6, 2018, we called you to be our pastor:
to proclaim God’s Word, to baptize new members into the
Church of Jesus Christ, to announce God’s forgiveness to us,
and to preside at our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. With the
Gospel, you have comforted us in times of sickness and
trouble, and at the death of our loved ones. Sharing our joys
and sorrows, you and your family have been important to our
life together in the Church of Jesus Christ and in our service to
this community.

You have served our congregation faithfully for 8 years. You
are now leaving our midst to become pastor of Holy Cross
Lutheran. As your fellow members of this congregation, we
wish to honor your ministry among us and bid you farewell and
Godspeed in your new endeavor, bringing closure to your
ministry at St Mark’s Lutheran Church.

P: I thank the members of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church for the
love, the kindness, and the support shown to me and my family
during my active ministry among you. I ask forgiveness for the
ways I have sinned against you. I am grateful for the ways my
ministry has been accepted. As I leave, I carry with me all that
I have learned here.

C: We receive your thankfulness. We offer you our forgiveness
and accept that you now leave to resume your ministry in
another congregation. We express our gratitude for your
time among us. We ask forgiveness for the ways we have
sinned against you. Your influence on our faith and
faithfulness will not leave us at your departure.

P: I forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting that our time
together and our parting are pleasing to God.

L: Do you, members of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, release
Pastor Lue from the duties as your pastor?

C: We do, with God’s help.



L: Do you offer encouragement for his ministry as it unfolds in his
new congregation?

SENDING SONG

ELW 774

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

C: We do, with God’s help.

L: Do you, Pastor Lue, release St. Mark’s Lutheran Church from
turning to you and depending on you?

P: I do, with God’s help.

L: Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry
here?

P: I do, with God’s help.

L: We will hold you in our prayers as you begin your ministry at
Holy Cross Lutheran. We pledge our support and love to you
and wish you God’s blessing.

Let us pray: God, whose everlasting love for all is trustworthy,
help each of us to trust the future which rests in your care. The
time we were together in your name saw our laughter and tears,
our hopes and disappointments. Guide us as we hold these
cherished memories but move us in new directions, until that
time to come when we are completely one with you and with
each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

: Amen.
: Let us bless the Lord.
: Thanks be to God.

O N

: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to
everlasting life.

C: Amen.

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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1 What a fel - low-ship, what a joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev -er-
2 Oh, how sweetto walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have I to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? I have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms
Refrain
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Lean - ing, lean - ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.




Thank You!

It is a pleasure to have you worship with us today. We sincerely pray
that the service was inspiring, and comforting. If you find occasion
to worship with us again, please know that we appreciate your
presence. If you are looking for a home church, please let the pastor
know by phone, email, or text. Wherever you go, may God be at
your side and bring you peace and joy.

Prayer Requests %h

Will Burleigh, Levi Stein (deployment to Kosovo),

Don Otto, Joe & Barb Betzler (Fischer’s friends), Sheryl Fischer,
Kate Moorhouse (Marie Otte’s niece), Sandy Kutz,

Tami Little (Karen Slininger’s friend), Carolyn Horsch,

Marc Slininger, Mary Ohmann, Dennis Kuhn, Carolyn Chester,

Don Otte, Sarah & Jim Otto, Tim Post (Stephanie Kruegers brother),
Cami Zeien (friend of Besters & Ottes),

Cyndi Christopher (Jill Ballards sister),

Jerry & Elaine Orvold (Lisa Molitor’s parents).

When requested, we will be keeping loved ones on the prayer
request list for a month. If you would like them to stay on longer
please let Dixie know.

Please keep all our seniors in your prayers, especially:
Robert & Margaret Hayes, Carolyn Horsch, Sharon Kappedahl,
Clarice Krenik, Leatrice Taylor, and Carolyn Weidner.

Pray for those who have lost loved ones recently.

Events this Week:

Council Meeting - Monday 7:00 pm
Bible Study - Tuesday 9:30 am - 11:00 am
Quilting - Tuesday 10:30am
Food Shelf - Tuesday 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Worship Service - 10:00 pm

Announcements

Potluck Today, August 9th
We are having a potluck after the worship service to

wish Pastor Lue well on his new journey, and celebrate
the 8 years Pastor Lue, Nou and Nathanial have been
with us. Please join us after the service.

Bible Study - When We Pray
Starting July 7th for 6 weeks from 9:30 - 11 am,
Each week has a new focus.

If you can’t make it to all, come when you can.
Prayers: The Lord’s Prayer, Prayers of Petition & Thanksgiving,
Prayers of Adoration, Prayers of Lament, Prayers on Intersection,
Prayers that Unify.

Congregational Voting September 20th
There will be a Congregational vote on September 20th after the

worship service. This vote is to decide if we plan to stay with our
current Synod, the ELCA St Paul Synod. A 2/3 majority vote is
needed to leave the Synod. You must be present to vote.

Installation Service for Bishop Grimm
If you would like to attend the Installation Service for
Bishop-Elect Justin Grimm on September 13th at 3:30 at
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Apple Valley,
please go to this website and sign-up.

https://spas-elca.org/event/bishop-installation-service/



Community Events

Community Food Shelf
Here at Saint Mark’s Lutheran, we try our best to serve our neigh-
bors. One of the many ways we help is by providing food to our
local communities. Saint Mark’s Lutheran would like to thank you

for your generosity in supporting our food shelf.

If you know anyone that could benefit from receiving some extra
food please let them know we’re here to help.
Ist Tuesday 8:00 am to 9:30 am
2nd, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm
All cash donations are used to buy healthy perishable food.

College Student Food Shelf Invite
The Food Shelf is inviting any College Student to
come and get some supplies from the food shelf.
We want to help with your expenses during these years.
Please come when the Food Shelf is open or
at 9 am before Church on Sunday or
contact Beth Bester at randolphmnfoodshelf(@gmail.com

Randolph/Hampton Fire District Chicken BBQ
Please support the Fire Department for their
58th Annual Chicken BBQ
Saturday, August 15, 2026
Serving Food from 3:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Dance from 8:00 pm to 12:00 am
Raffle Drawing at 9:00 pm

Fun Fest at St. Mathias Church in Hampton
Please join our friends and neighbors for a day of fun!
Sunday, August 23, 2026
Mass is at 10:00 am
Fun Fest begins at 11:00 am
Live Auction starts at 1:45 pm
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ST. MARKS
LUTHERAN CHURCH
COLUMBARIUM & OSSUARY

EICKHOF ELY OSSUARIUM

BE REMEMBERED.....

Whether you are planning cremation o
for yourself or wish to inurn the
ashes of a loved one, our Ossuarium
provides the assurance that your
cremated remains will be securely
and beautifully held within a

lasting monument.

What is our plan?

*Example only - color will be different*

The columbarium pictured has been ordered in a beautiful black granite
and construction of it has started.

You can check out our website
stmarksrandolph.com

for more information.

f STMARKSLUTHERANCHURCHRANDOLPH,MN
STMARKSRANDOLPH@GMAIL.COM
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To Pastor Lue, Nou, and Nathaniel

It's through people like you that Jesus shows His love for us
You are God's greatest blessings '

%ﬁé/j

to all that you've done, o
And thanking God for youl!
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You will be missed.
May God lead you on your new journey!

The Congregation of St. Mark’s

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Contact & Staff

Pastor Lue Moua

Church: (507) 263-9182

Cell: (651) 500-9890

Email: pastorluemoua@gmail.com
Office Assistant Dixie Schaffer

Cell: (612) 578-8743

Email: dixie.schaffer@gmail.com
Musician Lisa Molitor

Email: lisa.molitor@yahoo.com

President Dan Kuhn
Vice President Tyler Otte
Secretary Keri Lorenzen
Treasurer Christine Otte
Financial Secretary  Dixie Schaffer
Deacons Stephanie Krueger
Lucinda Preston
Lindsay Bester
Trustees Robert Nivala
Dean Taylor
Luke Dubbels
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church
PO Box 206,

28595 Randolph Blvd.
Randolph, MN 55065
(507) 263-9182

Email: stmarksrandolph@gmail.com
Website: stmarksrandolph.com
Facebook: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Instagram: stmarksrandolph

WELCA Facebook: St. Mark’s Randolph MN WELCA
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