Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

o ) We welcome all to worship here: those who are strong in faith
Saint Mark’s P e strong in f
and those who are seeking, those who are hurting, and those who

give comfort; all who are drawn to worship and faith. We
represent a variety of backgrounds, political positions, races and
ethnicities. We recognize that we are not of one mind or

Lutheran Church

persuasion on many significant issues, and yet we gather in
Christ to worship God together.

Children are welcome in this worship service, and encouraged to
participate in any way they are able to. Teach the children sitting
around you how to use their hymnals, bulletins, and to sing and
speak loudly! We value the noise made by children!

If you have questions or need assistance, please ask. If you have
concerns, please let us know. We are glad that you are here with
us today.

Visitors, we are especially glad to see you. Please come again!!

God’s Blessing,
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

— The BOLD is read by the Congregation—

Seventeenth Sunday after

Pentecost f
September 20, 2026 The Small Church with a B, eart)



ORDER OF WORSHIP
THE GATHERING
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.
In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
A moment of silence for reflection

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG ELW 853
When Morning Gilds the Skies
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1  When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak-ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’n is  known
4 Let all  of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praisedl When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee - ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all  the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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this rings my cur - few call: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be  praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844—1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to
us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities,
grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated..
WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11
'“When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they
turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did
not do it.

“! But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became
angry. * He prayed to the LorD and said, “O Lorb! Is not this
what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I
fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a
gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast
love, and relenting from punishment. * And now, O Lorb, please
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” *
And the LorD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” ° Then Jonah
went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to
see what would become of the city.

® The Lorp God appointed a bush and made it come up over
Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his
discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. ' But when
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked
the bush, so that it withered.

® When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun
beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked
that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

’But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about
the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” '’ Then the
Lorp said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did
not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a
night and perished in a night. '' And should I not be concerned
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their
right hand from their left and also many animals?”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8

'Twill exalt you, my God and king,
and bless your name forever and ever.

* Every day will I bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

* Great is the LorD and greatly to be praised!
There is no end to your greatness.

" One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.

°T will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
and all your marvelous works.

° They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
and I will recount your greatness.

' They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.

“ The LoRb is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.



SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30

' For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ~* If I am to live in
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I
will choose. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, ** but to remain in
the flesh is more necessary for you. * Since I am convinced of this,
I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, *° so that, by my presence again with you,
your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

" Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ,
so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about
you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving
side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel ** and in no
way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence
of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing.
“For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of
believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, "’ since you are
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I
still have.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 174
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
Celtic Alleluia
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GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
The holy gospel according to...
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a
landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. * After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day,
he sent them into his vineyard. ' When he went out about nine o’clock,
he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, * and he said to them,
“You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’
So they went. > When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. ° And about five o’clock he went out and
found others standing around, and he said to them, “Why are you
standing here idle all day?’ ' They said to him, ‘Because no one has
hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” * When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then
going to the first.” * When those hired about five o’clock came, each of
them received a denarius. ' Now when the first came, they thought
they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. "
And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, "
saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.” " But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? '* Take what belongs
to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. "
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are
you envious because I am generous?’ '° So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILRENS SERMON
SERMON Pastor Lloyd Menke
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HYMN OF THE DAY
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

Lord of All Hopefulness

ELW 765
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice is con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence is balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in ~ our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace 1in our hearts, Lord, at the end of  the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES’ CREED
Gathered together, let us confess our faith...
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with: ...Hear us O God,
The congregation responds: Your mercy is great.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
You can send your offering through the mail to :
Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church
PO Box 206
Randolph MN 55065
or download the Vanco Mobile app on your mobile phone
or go to our website and click on the give button on the top.



OFFERING PRAYER
Please stand as you are able.
Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE MEAL
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed...
...Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Lord’s banquet is before you, taste and see that God is good.

DISTRIBUTION

For those communing at the altar:

Pastor will direct one side of the sanctuary at a time to come to
the altar. You will form a single file line in the middle aisle. You
will receive bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from the
communion assistant. Once you receive communion and wine,
please return to your pew.

If you have limited mobility, please let the pastor know and pastor
will come to your seat with communion and wine.

If you need gluten-free options, please let the pastor know.

For those communing online:

After communion at the altar is completed, Pastor will commune
those who are joining us virtually. Please take out your bread.
Pastor will say, “The body of Christ given for you,” and you may
eat the bread.

Please take out your wine or juice. Pastor will say, “The blood of
Christ shed for you,” and you may drink the wine/juice.

After everyone has received communion, Pastor will conclude
communion by saying:

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of
life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your
Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, 1 Son, and Holy Spirit, /j A @ @ m&
bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING SONG ELW 688

Lord of Light
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I Lord of light, your name out - shin -ing all the  stars and
2 By the toil of  faith - ful work-ers in some far out -
3 Grant that knowl-edge, still in - creas-ing, at your feet may
4 By the prayers of  faith - ful watch-ers, nev - er si - lent
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suns of  space, use our tal - ents in your king-dom
ly - ing field, by the cour - age where the ra- diance
low - ly  kneel, with your grace our tri - umphs hal - low,
day or  night; by the cross of Je - sus, bring-ing
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as the ser - vants of your grace; use us to ful -
of the Cross is still re - vealed, by the vic - to -
with your char - i - ty our zeal; lift the mna - tions
peace to all and heal - ing light; by the love that
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fill your  pur - pose in the gift of Christ your Son.
ries of  meek - ness, through re - proach and suf - fring won:
from the  shad - ows to the glad - ness of the  sun:
pass - es  knowl-edge, mak - ing all your chil - dren one:
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Fa - ther, as in  high-est heav-en, so on earth your will be done.

Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860-1953, alt.

Music: ABBOT’S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © Union of Welsh Independents

Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Thank You!
It is a pleasure to have you worship with us today. We sincerely
pray that the service was inspiring, and comforting. If you find
occasion to worship with us again, please know that we appreciate
your presence. If you are looking for a home church, please let the
pastor know by phone, email, or text. Wherever you go, may God

be at your side and bring you peace and joy.
Prayer Requests %h

Levi Stein (deployment to Kosovo), Carolyn Horsch, Don Otte,
Kate Moorhouse (Marie Otte’s niece), Marc Slininger,

Tami Little (Karen Slininger’s friend), Mary Ohmann,

Sarah & Jim Otto, Tim Post (Stephanie Kruegers brother),
Cami Zeien (friend of Besters & Ottes),

Cyndi Christopher (Jill Ballards sister),

Jerry & Elaine Orvold (Lisa Molitor’s parents).

When requested, we will be keeping loved ones on the prayer
request list for a month. If you would like them to stay on longer
please let Dixie know.

Please keep all our seniors in your prayers, especially:
Robert & Margaret Hayes, Carolyn Horsch, Clarice Krenik,
Leatrice Taylor, and Carolyn Weidner.

Pray for those who have lost loved ones recently.

Events this Week:
Bible Study - Tuesday 9:30 am
Quilting - Tuesday 10:30am
Food Shelf - Tuesday 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Confirmation - Wednesday 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Church School - Sunday 9:00 am - 9:45 am
Worship Service - 10:00 am




Announcements

Congregational Voting September 20th
There will be a Congregational vote on September 20th after the
worship service. This vote is to decide if we plan to stay with our
current Synod, the ELCA St Paul Synod. A 2/3 majority vote is
needed to leave the Synod. You must be present to vote.

Community Events

Community Food Shelf
Here at Saint Mark’s Lutheran, we try our best to serve our
neighbors. One of the many ways we help is by providing food
to our local communities. Saint Mark’s Lutheran would like to

thank you for your generosity in supporting our food shelf.

If you know anyone that could benefit from receiving some extra
food please let them know we’re here to help.
Ist Tuesday 8:00 am to 9:30 am
2nd, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm
All cash donations are used to buy healthy perishable food.

College Student Food Shelf Invite
The Food Shelf is inviting any College Student to
come and get some supplies from the food shelf.

We want to help with your expenses during these years.
Please come when the Food Shelf is open or
at 9 am before Church on Sunday or
contact Beth Bester at randolphmnfoodshelf(@gmail.com

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Contact & Staff

Pastor

Office Assistant

Musician

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Deacons

Trustees

Pastor Lloyd Menke

Church: (507) 263-9182

Cell: (651) 248-4231

Email: llmenke@gmail.com
Dixie Schaffer

Cell: (612) 578-8743

Email: dixie.schaffer@gmail.com
Lisa Molitor

Email: lisa.molitor@yahoo.com

Dan Kuhn
Tyler Otte

Keri Lorenzen
Christine Otte
Dixie Schaffer
Stephanie Krueger
Lucinda Preston
Lindsay Bester
Robert Nivala
Dean Taylor
Luke Dubbels

Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church

PO Box 206,
28595 Randolph Blvd.
Randolph, MN 55065

(507) 263-9182

Email: stmarksrandolph@gmail.com
Website: stmarksrandolph.com
Facebook: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Instagram: stmarksrandolph

WELCA Facebook: St. Mark’s Randolph MN WELCA
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